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OBITUARY

Michael Floyd, 75, a
Philadelphia lawyer

By Bonnie L. Cook
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Michael O’Sullivan Floyd,
75, of Center City, a Phila-
delphia lawyer who special-
ized in commercial litiga-
tion, died Friday, Jan. 9, of
complications from Parkin-
son’s disease at his home.

Mr. Floyd spent his
43-year career with the
firm Drinker Biddle &
Reath L.L.C. His office
was in Philadelphia.

According to a resumé
on the company’s website,
Mr. Floyd concentrated on
product liability and anti-
trust work. He generally
represented big area com-

panies when actions were._

brought against them.

His cases “ran the gam-
ut,” from technically com-
plex matters involving al-
leged defects in heavy in-
dustrial cranes, automo-
biles, and engines to trade-
secret litigation and repre-
senting car manufacturers
in cases challenging auto
dealership practices.

Mr. Floyd frequently rep-
resented pharmaceutical
companies, his resumé
said. He also argued be-
fore federal courts in anti-
trust cases under the Sher-
man and Robinson-Pat-
man Acts.

Drinker Biddle chair-
man Alfred W. Putnam de-
scribed Mr. Floyd as “a
very fine lawyer.”

“He was a partner in
this firm for many years.
He was good in court, but
he was known for painstak-
ing preparation of the cli-
ent’s case,” Putnam said.

Mr. Floyd ceased being
a partner in 2004 and prac-
ticed part-time until retir-
ing in April 2009.

Born in Woodbury and
reared in Gloucester City,
he graduated from St. Jo-
seph’s Preparatory School
and St. Joseph’s Universi-
ty. While in college, he
worked as an apprentice
pipe fitter at the Camden
shipyards, where he

“proudly helped build” the
aircraft carrier Kitty
Hawk, his family said.

Mr. Floyd then went to
the University of Pennsyl-
vania Law School, where
he was an editor of the law
review. He was awarded a
Ford Fellowship at the
Hague Academy of Inter-
national Law for several
months in 1963 and gradu-
ated cum laude from Penn
in 1964.

Mr. Floyd clerked for
Judge Thomas James
Clary in the U.S. Eastern
District of
Pennsylva-
nia before
joining
Drinker Bid-
dle.

QOutside
the court-
room, Mr.
Floyd was
involved in
Philadel-
phia’s civic
life. He was
a cofounder of the Phila-
delphia Chamber Ensem-
ble, and a former vice pres-
ident and director of the
Navy League of the United
States-Philadelphia Chap-
ter, and was a member of
the Union League of Phila-
delphia. For many years,
he was active with the Phil-
adelphia Bar Association’s
international law section.

Surviving are his wife of
44 years, Mary Louise San-
tor; sons Michael F., Ed-
ward W., and Stephen A
three granddaughters;
and a sister.

A visitation from 9 to 9:45
a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 14,
will be followed by a 10 a.m.
Funeral Mass at Old St. Jo-
seph’s Church, 321 Willings
Alley. Burial is private.

Donations may be made
to St. Joseph’s University,
Office of University Ad-
vancement, 5600 City
Ave., Philadelphia 19131.
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